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Chinese Economic History in Comparative Perspective 

Economics 4534, Spring 2019 

Tue Thurs 9:30-10:45 a.m. 

HLMS 241 

For the past three decades, China has been the most rapidly growing economy in the world

mailto:shiue@colorado.edu


2 
 

Communication: Please check the class Canvas website frequently. Course announcements, including 

information about upcoming assignments, will be posted to Canvas.  E
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Attendance:  I will take attendance randomly throughout the semester. All students have 3 no-questions-

asked absences to cover sick-days and all personal situations. An excessive number (over 3

http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html
http://www.colorado.edu/odh
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/policies
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html
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3—Education and Human Capital Accumulation 
Education is on the upswing in China today, but the tradition of learning nevertheless has deep roots in 
Chinese history. What is the origin of the examination system that inculcated the scholarly official? Who 
took the civil service examinations? What were the levels of the system? What was the content of the 
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 (2/12) Student presentation: North and Weingast, “Constitutions and Commitment: The 
Evolution of Institutions Governing Public Choice in 17th Century England,” Journal of Economic 
History, Dec. 1989. 

 (2/14) Student presentation: 

http://personal.lse.ac.uk/mad1/ma_pdf_files/DP8385.pdf
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Modern lessons from historical globalization”  

12—Agricultural Productivity




