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Slide 1: What is good about the paper?
Slide 2: What is a weakness of the paper?
Slide 3: An idea for further improvement, or ideas for further research.

After the main presentation, students discuss their response and critique. The idea is to initiate more
discussion and participation in an environment like a seminar or workshop.

Give a literature review on 6-10 papers on a certain research agenda, 5% of grade. Please send me your
selections by March 1.

A midterm 5-page (double-spaced) draft of your paper proposal and presentation, 15% of grade. The
proposal should motivate an open question in economic history83 570.67 Tm0 G[n ope)-10(n)]TJETQg0.00000912 0 612
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Shiue, Carol H. 2016. “A Culture of Kinship: Chinese Genealogies as a Source for Research in
Demographic Economics,” Journal of Demographic Economics, 82(4), pp. 459-482.

Hilt, Eric, and Katharine O’Banion. 2019. “The Limited Partnership in New York 1822-1858: Partnerships
without Kinship.” The Journal of Economic History 69, no. 3: 615-45.

Moscona, Jacob, Nathan Nunn, and James A. Robinson. 2020. “Segmentary Lineage Organization and Conflict
in Sub-Saharan Africa,” Econometrica 88, no. 5.

Bau, N. and Fernandez, R., 2021.
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Student’s Presentation (2/9): Bleakley, Hoyt, and Fabian Lange. 2009. “Chronic Disease Burden and the
Interaction of Education, Fertility, and Growth.” Review of Economics and Statistics, 91(1): 52—-65.

Wrigley, Edward and Roger Schofield, 1981. The Population History of England 1541-1871: A
Reconstruction, Harvard University Press.

Lee, Ronald, 2003. “The Demographic Transition: Three Centuries of Fundamental Change,” Journal of
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Stagnation to the Demographic Transition and Beyond." American Economic Review, 90(4): 806-828.

Guinnane, Timothy, 2011. “The Historical Fertility Transition, Guide For Economists,” Journal of
Economic Literature, 49:3, 589-614.

Nico Voigtlander and Joachim Voth. 2013. “How the West Invented Fertility Restriction,” American
Economic Review, 103(6): 2227-2264.

Shiue, Carol H. 2017. “Human Capital and Fertility in Chinese Clans,” Journal of Economic Growth.

V.  Modern Growth and the Transition between Regimes: Proximate Explanations

Modern growth theory begins with the Solow model, which provides a framework for development
accounting and growth ul Tf81011(t)13'm0 gR3I MO0 gRI MO gRI MO gRI 620060.00000912D 6H2e82.
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Infrastructure”, American Economic Review.
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University Press.

Keller, Wolfgang and Carol Shiue. 2022. “Foreign Trade and Investment”. In Cambridge Economic
History of China, edited by Debin Ma and Richard von Glahn, Cambridge University Press.

4. Transmission of Knowledge and Techniques
Why were new technologies invented and adopted in Britain but not elsewhere? Was human capital an
important condition for technological leadership? Were guilds important for blocking new innovations?
What types of situations and data sets allow the testing of assumptions about conditions that may lead
to more knowledge production?

Student’s presentation (2/28): Giorcelli, Michela. 2019. "The Long-Term Effects of Management and
Technology Transfers." American Economic Review, 109 (1): 121-52.

Easterly, Richard A. 1981. “Why isn’t the Whole World Developed?” Journal of Economic History 56(1):
1-19.
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World Fairs” American Economic Review.

Mokyr, Joel, 2005. “The Intellectual Origins of Modern Economic Growth,” Journal of Economic
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5. Property rights: Open fields vs. enclosure (fencing)

Student’s presentation (3/2): Hornbeck, Richard. 2010. “Barbed Wire: Property Rights and Agricultural
Development,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 125(2)767-810, May 2010.

Fenoaltea, Stefano, 1976. “Risk, Transactions Costs, and the Organization of Medieval Agriculture,”
Explorations in Economic History, 13(2), pp. 129-15
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1450-1850, Oxford University Press, pp. 171-187.
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of Economic History, 58(1), pp. 73-102.

Richardson, Gary, 2005. “The Prudent Village: Risk Pooling Institutions in Medieval English
Agriculture,” Journal of Economic History, 65(2), pp. 386—413.

VI.  Comparative Approaches: The Role of History

1. Chinaand Europe
Why did growth begin in the 18" — 19" centuries and not before? Was Britain more productive than
China early on? Why did growth start in Britain and not China or somewhere else? What are sources
of difference between Britain and other regions and when did they emerge? What kinds of evidence
can be used to show that these differences mattered to economic performance?

Student presentation (3/7): Greif, A., & Tabellini, G. 2017. “The clan and the corporation: Sustaining
cooperation in China and Europe,” Journal of Comparative Economics, 45(1), 1-35.

Crafts, N.F.R. 1977. “Industrial Revolution in England and France: Some Thoughts on the Question,
“Why was England First?” Economic History Review 30(3): 429-41.

Robert Allen, 2009. "Agricultural productivity and rural incomes in England and the Yangtze Delta,
€.1620-c.1820", The Economic History Review 62 (3).
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Revolution,” American Economic Review.

Kenneth Pomeranz, 2001. The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World
Economy. Princeton University Press.
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Keller, W., C. Shiue, and X. Wang. 2021. “Capital Markets in China and England in the 18" and 19"
Centuries: Evidence from Grain Prices,” American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 13(3): 31-64.

2. Intergenerational mobility and inequality; migration and assimilation
What does the comparison of intergenerational mobility in Britain and the United States reveal about
trends in th countg gnequali hat explains the persistence of inequality over time? There
i of censys records:

Student Pres@tation (3/9): P i , Am Dream: Mobility and
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4. Culture, Beliefs, Norms

Student Presentation (4/13): Fernandez Raquel and Alessandra Fogli, 2009. “Culture: An empirical
investigation of beliefs, work, and fertility,” American Economic Journal: Macro 1(1): 146-177.

Student presentation (4/18): Yuyu Chen, David Yang, 2019. “The Impact of Media Censorship: 1984 of
Brave New World?” American Economic Review.

Fisman, Ray and Edward Miguel, 2007. Corruption, norms, and legal enforcement: Evidence from
diplomatic parking tickets,” Journal of Political Economy 115(6): 1020-1048.

Alesina, Alberto, Paola Guiliano, and Nathan Nunn, 2013. “On the Origins of Gender Roles: Women and
the Plough,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 128(2): 469-530.

Yuriy Gorodnichenko, Gerard Roland; Culture, Institutions, and the Wealth of Nations. 2017. The Review
of Economics and Statistics, 99 (3): 402-416.

Nathan Nunn, James A Robinson, and Jonathan L Weigel. 2017. “The Evolution of Culture and
Institutions: Evidence from the Kuba Kingdom,” Econometrica, 85 (4), 1065-1091.

5. Political Economy, Conflict, Power

Student presentation (4/20): Ying Bai, Ruixue Jia, Jiaojiao Yang. 2022. “Web of Power: How Elite
Networks Shaped War and Politics in China,” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 2022
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